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| To which is Added, | 
The BRITON's Speech to Sir Pol ir Ick. 


It was an old Law among the Locrians of Italy, as we 
are 1#form'd by very good Authorities, that the Man 
who propos'd to make any New Law, ſhould be 
oblig d to do it with a Rope about his Neck *, in 
which he was to be ſtrangled forthwith, if be fail d F 
of carrying his Point, and the Majority determined 1 
his Propoſition prejudicial to the Publick. IN 4 

From the Pktrace. 


If there be in the World a Wretch in Office, who har ' 
built his own Fortune upon the Ruin of Thouſands of 1 
his Fvllom- Subjects (the meaneſt of whom is more 8 7 
honeſt, and as well born as himſelf) this Monſter, 
like a Beaſt of Prey that has worried the whole Flock, 
ought, in common Juſtice, to be bunted down and 
deſtroy'd. From Pao 20, 


WOO IE = 


- On Tyburn, —  _ 
* Could'ſt Thou but Judge, as well as Execute, 4 
Hm often would'ſt thou change the Felon's Doom, 3 
Ard hang the treach*rous $ m in his Room? I 
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MUST own I 1.0 
mall want your || 
Pardon for the 
7 5 Preſumption of {Me 
| throwing theſe Sheets at your \8 
Feet, without firſt obtaining 
Leave to warrant me in it: 

92 „ 
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Portion in tl 


i DE PDICATI 1 
A Preſumption which is ow- 
ing to my Unhappineſs in 
vot being perſonally known 
to Lou, and at a Loſs how 
to be mtroduc'd to Your 


Fr is, indeed, in ſome ſort 
a Crime againſt Ceremony; 
but a much leſs Crime than 
thoſe Dedrcatars commit, who 
abuſe a Great Man with his 
Own Leave, by libelling him 
body are ready to agree he 
has ng T itle to. 0 


on int us Addreſs; there 
| | are 


Dic ATN. vi 
are Reaſons for which To 
Honour is more ſtrongly eoti- 
tled to theſe Sheets than any 
other. Perſon in 


(Ne 


they are with all Humility 
inſcrib d to Vou. It is Your 


Hounur's Leal and . vigorous 


Behaviour, in the greateſt 
Aſſembly inEmrope that draw 


this Addreſs af FI hanks upon 


Vou. by a 6 0 


of 
| *\ 7 21 
10 43 # i . —— w# Aa. 242 .. WM 
* 


Ir was * to * 
eternal Praiſe of Cicero, that 


he was reſolue and bold in 


the Senate; Virtues at that 
Time peculiarly neceſſary, 


when the Criminals were of 


ſuch Power and Sufficiency, 
2 ws | 3 as 


Englaud: 
And for thoſe Rochas oaly, 


WO 


\ 


2 N * 4, * 


viii Dale ATT l. 


as to be able to ſhock the 
State. May Your Honour have 
the Sueeſſ: as yon have the 
Reſolution, of hs great Mam! 
And Heaven en le you to 
ſtand by, and be as true an 
Advocate for the R. Ehts and 
ies Of your -Ountry= 
men for Times to eme, as 
you have been, up all C Oe. 
caſjons, thoſe palt: ; Which 
is.the ſincere "Ma 0 
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T an old Law 1 Loefians' of 
| Italy, as we are inforn#d by very good Au- 
3 thorities* „tha the Man who propos d to 


male any New Lam, *fhauld be oblig'd 70 
do it with a Rope about his Neck, in which be 
was to be Strangled 'forthaith, if be faibd car- 
rying bis Point,” and the Majority determined bis 
os. wer prejudicial to he ee n 


1 dont find that there * any ſuch amen row 
ſubſiſting in any Part of Chriſtendom ; and the 
Reajon, perbaps, may be, becauſe all our neigh- 
bouring Monarchies are ab ſolute, and their Laws 
made by Edidis of the Xing vorh. Had this pe- 
culiar Cuſtom olt ain d in our Conſtitution, I am 
in Doubt whether the Advantage, or Prejudice 4 
it, —_ ee 4 | 


n the one Hand, bn e ef e Bete 
= 1. Tau (fs Fodls will be meddling, let the 


G B C ſequence 


„ Diod. Sic. * Hier, apud Strobzum Demoſthen. 
in Timocratem, 
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X PREFACE. 

Cnſequence be never ſo bazardous) and it would 
contribute to deter Knaves (who have ever little 
private Veiws of their own) from offering their 
Schemes to the Ruin of the Publick; as on the 
cther band, indeed, it might hinder juſt and wiſe 
Men from promoting Laws for the Good of their 
Courtry ; ſince none are ſo 'difficvent of their own 
Parts ard Opinions, as Men of ſound Serſe and 
ſe olid Judgment. | ; 


With us every Member of the Legiſlature is 
at Liberty to propoſe what he eſteems to be for the 
Imereſt of the Subject; which being conſider'd and 
weigh's by the whole Body, whenever a Difference 


of Opinion ariſes, they are immediately to divide, 


aud the Matter is carried, or rejected, by the 
Majority And, certainly, it is but reaſonable to 
 Juppoſe, that there is moſs Wijdom, moſt Honour, 
and moſt Virtue, in the greater Number. 


It muſe be a Comfort to every Sufferer in this 
Calamity, who gave a Vote for the Election of a 
Member, to ſee bis Repreſentative in Parliament 
bravely lahouring to do him Juſtice, by ſtrongly 
oppoſing ary Thing that ſo direttly ſtrikes at the 
Liberty of the Subject. Nor will the Names of 
thoſe Honourable Aſembers be forget to Poſterity, 


who ſhall exert them ſelves upon this Occaſon. 1 


. bave ſomewhere read a Story of a Member of 
the Houje of Commons, who, when a Bill was 
brought in hy the Court-Party, which he judg'd 
would be of pernicious Conſequence to the Vechlo, 
oppos'd it with all the Vehemence and Intereſt ima- 
. £11able , and when the Tide of its Abettors run 


too ſtrong againſt him, finding his Houeſt Endea- 


vours. to 10 purpoſe, he petition'd the Hayſe, = 
* | 2d 


th 


- K 2 


K Fa 


% V 
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the Borough, for which he ſer'd, might be ex- 
emtted from that Law. Pity it is, that his Name 
is not recorded to Poſterity ; and that he has not 
a Monument of Marble to perpetuate the Memory of 
ſo glorious an Irtegrity! Nor Gold, nor Pre fer- 
ment, could bribe bim ſo much as to be ſilent in 
a - Cauſe, where the Duty of a Patrict commanded 
him to ſpeak. IEP e 8 


- Upon the Mention of this worthy Gentleman, I 
cannct help looking back on ſome noble City Members 
of our own, who gave their Opinions againſt this 

pernicious Scheme with ſo much Candour and Strength 
of Argument; and who, like Prophets, ſore ſee the 
Miſchiefs that inevitably muſt follow, ſhould it 
ever take place. I don't INSIST, that ev 
Honoukaste MEMBER did mot THIN 
he was ſerving his Country, while he promoted this 
PROJECT; but I cart help giving the Pre- 
ference to the Wiſdom of thoſe, who Jaw Effects 
at ſuch a Diſtance, and diſcover'd the Tine of 
Villam and Miſchicf lurking under the Maſquer 
of Publick Service, and the Intereſt of the Nation. 


It. bas often happen'd in private, as well as civil 
Life, that we will not believe the Danger 0 
Things till the Evil is come upon us. It puts me 
in mind of a Fable in Xſop, very much apropos to 
our Circumſtances. 2 | 


There was a Country Fellow at work a 
ſowing his Grounds, and a Swallow (being a 
Bird famous for Providence and * Foreſight) 
call d a Company of little Birds about her, 
and bad them take good notice what the Fellow 
was a doing. Lou muſt know ({ays the Swal- 

2, low) 


xW PREFACE. 
low) that all the Fowler's Nets and Snares 
are made of Hemp or Flax; and That's the 
Seed that he is now a ſowing, Pick it up 
in time, for fear of what may come on it. 
In ſhort, they put it off, till it took Root; 
and then again, til it was ſprung up into 
the Blade. Upon this, the Swallow told them 
once for all, that it was not yet too late to 
prevent the Miſchief, if they would but beſtir 
themſelves, and ſet "heartily about it; but 
finding chat no heed was given to what the 
fad, the een bad Adieu to her old Com- 

ions in the Woods, and ſo betook her- 
elf. to a City Life, and to the Converſation 
of Men. This Flax and Hemp came in time 
to be Sather d, and wrought , and it was this 
Swallow's Fortune to ſee ſeveral of the ver 
fame. Birds. that The had forewarn'd, taken in 
_ Nets, made of the very Stuff ſhe told them 0 2 
They came at laſt to * ſenſible of the Folly 
of {lipping their Opportunity; but they were 
loſt beyond al Rr ien firſt. : 


Ns have bin dre A more to add, and tben 
ſhall conclude my Preface. It was very juſtly 
obſer'd in a late Paper, the Reputation of which 
is every Day riſing in Town, that the 66 wo 

of Property, and the Freedom of Speech, 
ways go together in Free Governments : But 
to do publick Miſchief, without hearing of 


it, is only the Precogative and Foun: of 
Tyra my 


I may 


**4 


PREFACE a 


— 4 


1 may be "dia perhaps, Ven to fred 

with too much Liberty in the 7 ing Diſcourſe; 
. but let them remember, that if there be 

thing ether in the Argu ments or beg 
which tallie wu the Conduct amd Elarnete 
of Per ſous living, I make no Application. If any 
body has a mind to take the Scandal to {Fac 
ſelf, much Good may it de him. Qui * 
Me nel 


3 
* 
— — 5 
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Sly SuBsCRIPTION, Oc. 


As privately handed about by ſeveral 


Perſons of QUALITY. 


» » Moſt Grand Monarch, - 


ſhall begin this Diſcourſe with a very 
noble, and at this Juncture, no leſs ſea- 
ſonable Obſervation, though it be in 
Fatt of a much later Date than what 

1s pretended. _ | 


Zaleucus, the Law-giver of the Lecriams (and 
who, like many of our preſent Set of Law- 
givers, Was at firſt of a very mean Deſcent 
and Expettations) is made to introduce that 
Syſtem, which he compiled for the Uſe of 
his Countrymen, with this formal Preface : 
That every Member of a common wealth, in the 
firſt place, ought to believe there are Gods; which 


they will be convinc'd of, by looking up to Heaven 


aud the World, and conſidering the Beauty ard 
| Order 


(25.3. 
Order of all Things there. The Conſequence 
of this Perſuaſion ſtem'd to him, that we 
ſhould thereby be oblig'd to honour the Di- 
vine Powers, and have a ſtricter Regard to 
our own Actions and Conduct; that we ſhould 
ſew much leſs Reaſon, than we are willing 
to allow our ſelves, if, while we obſerv'd ſo 
juſt and beautiful a Regularity above, we 
could ſuffer our ſelves to be ſo wild and ec- 
centric, as I may ſay, in our Motions below. 


Now, the neareſt Pretence that we have 
of imitating this Divine Regularity, muſt be 
by the Proviſion of good and wholeſome 
Laws——LAWS, eſtabliſh'd by the Wiſdom, 
and not the Caprice of the Legiſlators—— 
LAWS promoted neither by Party Intereſt, nor 
Party Paſſions, where the Honour and Safety 
of the Government is principally conſider'd, 
and the Sanity of Power, and Private Right, 
are equally guarded. . | 


It has happen'd in all Countries, that the 
Prince very often has been a greater Stranger to 
the Conſtitut ion than his Miniſters; and from 
this Misfortune it has as often happen'd, that 
Corruption and oblique Deſigns have got the 
Start of Juſtice and a Nation's Intereſt. I 
DON'T SAY this is our immediate Caſe, 
who have a Prince, whole Wiſdom, and In- 

dulgence, is diſputed by none but Jacobites. 


But, let a Prince come to the Throne with 
all the Abilities one in that high Station was 
ever poſſeſsd with, and allowing him to be 
well read in the Arcana's of State and Laws 

| ar | of 


A 


of Nations, an inſiduous Stateſman will find 
new Arts to ſeduce his Integrity, by putting 
a-plauſible Gloſs upon his Meaſures, and gild 
them over with the popular Appearances of 
the Nation's Intereſt, and ſo betrays his Mo- 
narch's Love and Indulgence to his People, 
to ſupport and countenance the Schemes of a 
Aiſguis d Avarice, and lurking Villary. Nor is 
he content to abuſe the Royal Authority merely 
of his own Miſrepreſentations, another Fetch 
of Policy is to keep the Royal Ear from be- 
ing mifabus d: His own Dependants and Mi- 
mons, the Creatures of his Favour, and Abettors 
if bis Vices, are planted about the King's Perſon, 
to block up and intercept the Poſfibility of 
Detection. I may be bold to ſay with Cicero 
upon this Head; Vbicumque hoc fatium eſt, 
imbrobe factum eſt; quicumque boc fecit, ſplicio 
dignus ef. a ove were 8 


All Points of Guilt have ever been reckon'd 
to be agravated from the Quality and Cur- 
cumſtances of the Perſons committing them; 
and the Party that, by Truſt and delegated 
Power, is put in a Capacity of prejudicing a 
Multitude, and actually does it, is look'd upon 
with more Horror and Deteſtation than a 
meaner Villain, whole Baſeneſs only exerciſes 
it felf on a private Family. The Nature of 
the Crimes, tis true, is much the ſame ; but 
where the Injuries are moſt extenſive, there 
will always be the moſt Clamour ; and for 
this Reaſon only, to wave all other, the Sub- 
ornation of © Witneſſes,” to undermine and 
over-turn a private Property, will never be 
reckon'd to amount to a Bribery, ate ted to 
purchaſe Trdiredion in any Natioꝶal Caſe. b 

| t 


n 


(WF) 


It muſt be admitted that the Corruption 
of great Officers has been almoſt as old as 
the Conſtitution of the very Offices they filPd: 
Human Nature is ſo deprav'd, and we have 
ſuch a Fund of unreaſonable Avarice in us, 
that no Augmentations of Honour, no large 


' Allotment of Salam, no Super- addition of 


eſtabliſh'd Perquiſites, can confine us to the 
direct Road of Honeſty; but we wrap and 
run byaſs into ſiniſter Gains, and pollute our 
Hands and Conſciences in illegal Graſpings: 
As much the Diſtemper of a corrupted Mind, 
as Convulſions are of a diſorder'd Body ! It 
will be as eaſy to ſhew, and not impertinent 
to the preſent Purpoſe, that however Bribery 
may have prevailed in all States and Ages, 
it has ever been regarded with the utmoſt 
Deteſtation, and diſcountenanc'd with whole- 
ſome Severities: | 


I will not ſuppoſe my Readers ſo unac⸗ 
quainted with their Bible, as not to remem- 


ber what numèrous Injun&ions there are in 


the Holy Text againſt Corruption, and the 


preverting of Judgment thro' Bribes- The 


more Oriental Countries, and from whom the 
Hebrews deriv'd a great part of their Laws, 
had I time to ſeai ch fo deep into Antiquity, 
call'd Criminals of this ſort. to a very ftrict 
Account. There is a remarkable Inſtance of 
this kind recorded of Camby/is, a Prince of 
many inſufferable Vices, but famous for the 


Severity of his Government, and the Strict- 
| neſs of an inexorable Juſtice. This Prince had 


a particular Favourite, whom he made a Judge; 
and this Judge reckon'd himſelf fo ſecure in 
8 * a 


* 


( 18 ) 

the Credit he had with his Maſter, that with- 
out any more ado, Cauſes were bought and ſold 
in the Courts of Judicature, as openly as Pro- 
Diſions were in the Markets. So ſoon as Cambyſis 
came to underſtand how this ungrateful Wretch 
had proftituted his Royal Dignity for Gold; to- 

ether with the Liberty and Property of his 

eople, and the Honour of his Adminiſtration; 
he caus'd his Minion to be taken up, and de- 
graded, his Skin ftript over his Ears, and 
the Seat of Judgment cover'd with it. He 
order'd his Son, in the Concluſion, to. ſucceed 
the Father in his Character and Office; and 
to deliver Judgment from that very Chair; 
that having this Memorial of his Father's 
Crime and Infamy before his Eyes, he ſhould 
never ſlip aſide from the Duty of his Truſt. 
And thus this Prince, by that ſevere Act of 


. - Juſtice, and by the Choice he made of the 


Son to ſucceed the Father, gave Proofs that 
his Heart was free from Perſonal Malice, and that 
he hated nothing that belonged to the Judge, 
except his Villany. | | 
A Magiſtrate of ſuſpected Honeſty may be 
fear d becauſe of the Power he ** inveſted 
with, but muſt at the fame Time be hated 
and deſpis d. The Miniſters of the Goſpel 
are oblig'd, for Example Sake, to be fſtritt 
and uncorrupt in their Lives; but for much 
ſtronger Reaſons the Miniſtert of the state 
- ought to be ſo. The firſt are only to ex- | 
hort, and preach againft Vice; the laſt are 
to diſcountenance and puniſh it. With what 
Horror muſt we look upon a Judge, paſſing 
a ſevere Sentence upon a Criminal for Perjury, 
; Extortion, 


— 


| (19) 
Extortion, or Bribery, if we know, that he 


has ever practiſed any of the fime Crimes ! 
Ic puts me in Mind of a very Indicrous 


Author, who, in his Addreſs to Tybury, makes 


the following Speech to that awiut Irec. 


Could'ſt thou but Judge, as well as Execute, 
How often would'ſt thou change the Felon's Doom, 
Aid hang the treach' raus S—— m in his Room 


In all publick Caſes, where the Intereſt 
and Safety of the People are concern'd, it 
muſt be admitted, I think, that it is indif- 
ferent whether a Miniſter betrays the Prince, 
or his People, for a wicked Reward, to the 
Enemy in the Time of War; or enters in- 


to pernicious Practices by confederating with 
a Set of deſigning Knaves, to raiſe an infamous 


great Fortune to himſelf, by impoveriſhing the 
Subjects, and that Way reducing them to a 
State of Captivity. I know well, the firſt is 


declar'd High-Treaſon by our Laws: And, 


J believe the laſt, were it to come upon the 
Tryal, would be pronounc'd ſo too. For 
it is one eſtabliſh'd Maxim in the Law, that 
Ubi eadem eſt Ratio, ibi eadem_ eſt Lex. No 
one Statute can foreſee or include all Cir- 
cumſtances of being criminal; but where-ever 
there is the ſame Reaſon for puriſhing, there 
the Law ought to be the ſame. 


In my Lord Bacoz's Caſe, the Puniſhment 
was equal to the Crime; there were Cir- 
cumſtances to give a Suſpicion of Bribery, 
and therefore he was unqualified for the Ser- 
. Vice of the Publick. But had it been prov'd, 
| JF that 
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that he had been a private Inſtrument of 
Extortions; that he had been a Gainer by 
a Fraud, Which prov'd the Ruin of Thou- 
ſands; had he taken an immenſe Sum of 
Money, as a Præmium, from wicked Men, for 


ſuſpending the Execution of ſome Laws, or 


for putting others in Execution, which he 


was oblig'd to do by the Duty of his Great 


Office; it is not to be doubted, but, in 
this Caſe roo, his Puniſhment would have 
been equal to his Crime, 


If there be in the World a Wretch in 


Office, who has built his own Fortune up- 


Gn the Ruin of Twenty Thouſands of hrs 
Feilow-Subjetts; (the meaneſt of whom is more 
honeſt, and as well horn as himſelf) this Mon- 
ſter, like a Beaſt of Prey that has worried 
the whole Flock, ought, in common Juſtice, 


to be hunted down and deſtroy'd. 


When a Prince has the Misfortune to be 


ſerv'd by ſuch, as can be bound by no Ties 


but thoſe of private Intereſt, he's exactly in 
the Condition of thoſe Animals, which the 
Heathen Prieſts fed up for Sacrifice, deſtin'd 


to fall, whenever they can get a ſatisfactory 


Price for him. A covetous and merecnary Man 
in Office can never be honeſt; it is a Con- 
tradiction in Nature and common Senſe; and 
we may as well call an Adulterer chaſt. Our 
own Hiſtory, carefully examin'd, would fur- 
nith a Number of Proofs of this Propoſition. 


When King Charles the Firſt, in the Be- 
gining of his Troubles, went to York, his 
| Th General, 


— 


1 
$ 
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General, the Earl of Holland, had found out 


a Perſon, who was willing to give him Ten 
Thouſand Pounds for the Procuration of a 


Barony. The General went immediately, and 


deſir d the Dignity might be conferr'd : "That 
Monarch, who had wery right Notions of Ho- 


nour, could not conſent to proſtitute the Dig- 
rity of Peerage, Which was defign'd to diſtiu- 
guiſh thoſe, who had de ſcrv d well of their Country, 


and as a Reward for great and virtuous Actions, 


upon a mean and ummorthy Perſon, therefore 
reſolutely thought fit to refuſe the Earl. The 
mercenary, treacherous Favourite ditſembled the 
Sting and Reſentment of this Refujal, and 


parted with all the Appearance of Loyaity, and 


Acquie ſcence to his King's Pleaſure : But, from 
that Minute, betray d him in all his Counſels. 


Vnhappy, Virtuous Monarch! who, conſult- 


ing nothing but the Honeſty of his own Na- 
ture, never believd any Man a Villain till he 


found him to be ſuch, 


Princes have but ſcanty, or rather #o Oppor- 
tunities of looking into the private Lives of 


Men, the beſt and moſt certain Way of Judging 

of Diſpoſitions > And therefore it is no Won- 

der that they ſhould often be . in the 
8 


Choice of their Seruaris. The Diſguiſes Men 
put on, to work themſelves into Preſerment, - 
may ealily deceive a Prince, who knows them 
but by Appearances. For the Smiles of a Ceurtier, 
and of a Harlot, have been frequently compar'd, 
and ſo has their Honeſtly. 0 


Sometimes, indeed, one would think Kings 
very curious in the placing of their Promo- 
| f tions; 
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tions; when Birth, Quality, and diſtinguiſhivg 
characters are over-look'd, and a few Men are 
pick'd out, from among many Millions of 
Subjects, and from the Meaxeſt of the People, 
for the Service of the Publick. Now the Vul- 
gar have no Reaſon to grumble at theſe Electi- 
ons, and at ſeeing a Parcel of themſelves toſs d 
up into a Rank that demands Reſpect: For 
the Prince is acknowledg'd to be the Fun- 


tain of Honour; and the Reſpect we are oblig'd 


to pay to ſuch, is to their Office, not to the 
Men. In all Degrees of Civil Life, there is 
a Kind of Civility due to the Sruant for 
the Sake of the Maſter; but whenever any 


of theſe Auſhroom Favourites come to be de- 


graded, our reſtrain d Reſpe& immediately 


breaks out into the moſt virulent Contempt. 


One very fatal Conſequence, that too often 


_ attends vehement and ſudden Promotions, whe- 
ther the Perſons dignified are Laymen, or of 


the Clergy, is, that they mount the Chariot 
of Preheminence like unskilful Phactons, wit h- 
out knowing either the Management of the 


Reins, or the Road they are to drive in. The 


Reſult of their Ignorance is to lay doun 


falſe Maxims of Policy to themſelves; as that 


the Truſt of Power is only committed to them, 


to be ſubſervient to the Pleaſure of the Donor, to 


take care that the Prince never wants Money, 
however «juſt the SCH E MES for Raiſing it 
are; (Lucri bonus eſt Odor ex re qualibet) and, 


laſtly, though ever firſt in their Conſideration, 
to amaſs a private Forture to themſelves. 


1 have 
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I have not been uncurious, nor indilligent, 
in canvaſſing the Hiſtories of our Country, 
to ſee the Turn and Genius of our Anceſtors 
and their Times, in Circumſtances and Facts 
relating to the Subject now before me; for 
I know this Maxim to be perfectly juſt, That 
Example is more prevalent than Precept. 


1 have made one Obſervation, from a Sur- 
vey of paſt Times, which, I believe, will be 
pretty generally admitted ; which is, That 
whenever we ſee the People's Hearts united in Love 
towards the Perſon of the Prince, we may, wit han 
Enquiry, be ſatisfy'd, that be is. ſery'd by Miniſters 
wiſe, faithful, and honeſt. On the contrary, it is 
as obvious, that almoſt all the Shocks of State, and 
ſignal Misfortunes of our Princes, have proceeded 
from, and been owing to, the Corruption of their 
Servants. 


\ 


I There is a very particular Paſſage, I remem- 
ber, in a noted French Author *, not a little 
applicable to the Premiſes, and which there- 
fore I ſhall not ſeruple to tranſcribe. He is in- 
ſinuating (and let him anſwer for his own Po- 
ſitions) That while an Ill Miniſtry, alledging their 
Maſters Name and Countenance, commit Outrage 
with Impunity, though the Prince fins not himſelf, 
yet he forbears nat to be guilty; that bis Ignorance 
is unpardonable, and his Patience no Virtue ; and 
that the Diſorders which either he knows not of, or 
-which he ſuffers, are imputed to him before God, 
even as if himſelf bad made them. With a great 
-deal of Reaſon, therefore (continues he) that 
Prince, who was according to God's own Heart, in 
| 1 ** expreſs 


* Ariſtippus of Monſieur de Balzac. 


an over-grown Favourite, But the Multitude 
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expreſs Terms defires him, and that in the Fermbrcy 
of his moſt ardent Prayers, That he would cleanſe 
him from ſecret Faults, and acquit him from the 


| Sins of cthers : Theſe laſt Words ſignifying, that 
| Kings ought not to content themſelves with a perſo- 


nal. and particular Innocency ; aud that it mat- 
ters ncthing for them to be juſt, if they loſe them- + 
Jelves by the Injuſtice of their Miniſters, 


It is a great Queſtion with me, whether the 
Depravity and Vileneſs. that Human Nature is 
capable of, do not ſhew themſelves more con ſpi- 
cuouſly in the Per ſons of Stateſmen, than any other 
Degree of Mortais ? I ſhall give but one Reaſon 
for this Opinion, but one that is founded on 
Practice. © 25 


When they are diſcover'd in their Deſigns, and 
juſtly caſt off by their abuſed Prince, though he 


*had rais'd them from Meanneſs and Obſcurity, 


their common Artifice is to employ the Great 
Fortune, which they have ſtolen from the Publick, 
in forming a Party and Fattion againſt their 
Prince: They inſinuate, that their Diſgrace 


_ proceeded from their Love. to the People; and, 


with all the wicked Arts of Ingratitude, they 
miſrepreſent his Honour and Juſtice; and im- 
mediately, from Perſons that deſerve to be 
bang d as Traytors to the Subjects, ſet up for their 


Patriots. 


Theſe violent Methods, which their In- 
veteracy has made uſe. of, have often made 
weak Princes fit down with. Injuries, and con- 
tent themſelves with the bare Diſmiſſion of 


arg 
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ate not of kłhis acquieſcing Temper; an In- 
dig nit agairſt their Honour, or an Iucroachment 
on their Rights (manet alta mente repoſtum) is 
treaſur d up too. firongly in their Re ſentments to 
be tacuhy flurr?d over 2 And tho: the unhappy 
Ri gd to ſhut * 2 and-ſhop 
s Ears agaiuſt the waxy arte 4 far 
ſter been worſe in itt 
2 than the ns nk be dreaded. to 
2 We need no gleater Demonſtration 
0. This, than what ackually happen'd in che 
Cale of Gaueſtor, aud * e Fur in 
the: Reign of) *— II. 
The Sulferings wy the: Werl were 90 great 
from the oppr on, ot cheſe wicted Favourites, 
that their Diſcontents at laſt broke into an 
open Rebellion. It is ſaid, that Gaveſton got fa 
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2 
ſefſion of tbe Heart of that weak Prince to-Jueb 
4 Degree, that be fill d the :Court with not bing 
but Buffooks,' Paraſites, and ſuch vile © Inſtruments 
of Pleaſure ; and drew the King from all Thoughts 
of noble and N eee 
| A 
By theſe bures of Plaalline, and Compli- 
ances to his Weakneſſes, the King's Attach- 
ment to this unworthy Minion ſo 
rated the Nobility, that they had Recourſe 
to Arms; which, however, had nd ather 
Conſequence than che Death of Gaveſton, whom 
they * and executed wit bout any Form of Law, 
3 notwithſtanding the King's Seien to 
ſave him; one of the Lords alledging, that 
it was better be ſhould pry Jo, than the. r ' 
be invol/d in 4 Cl Ha. 
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This might Have been à Caution for Life 
to chis unhappy Prince, not to truſt the 
Reiur of. Power again 3 Hands of any 
new Favourite. Jet aſter this, he felt into 
che ſame Wealneſs with reſpect to the Two 
ers, who govern'd his dutite Temper as 
ey pleas . Theſe being poſſeſs d with a 
Spirit of Pride and Rapine, were carried to 
ſuch intolerable Actions and Oppreſſions, that 
the People groand under the Tyranny of 
cheir Adminiſtration, and Gaveſtos with — 
Reaſon: was wiſh d- for again. This drew on 
a ſecond Rebellion, Whole Event was much 
more fatal than the former; for the Two 
Sewers were not dnly hang'd; but the King 
.oblig'd+ to irefign Wok ne and en. 
11 Gt 9:16 Hou 
A, Parliament ha Ttinnnod'd,ubyoirhich: it 
was adjudg'd and declar'd} that King Eumard 
was unfit to govern the Kingdom any longer; 
E * were er a NE 
ren | 
Kong Dun ow 


That, quring the Courle gs his whole Role, 
he had been miſled and = by: others; 


who gave him evil Counſel to the Diſhonour 
of himſelf, and the uction of the Church 
and his People, not conſidering or Ry _ 
ee Zr PE 008. e 151 
eh, Thas He: 9 3 Abm. to 
| pood Coun nor the good Government of 
Kagan but neglected the: Bufinefs of 
the Realm, and gave himſelf to Works and 
Employments unbecoming his Station 


4 " Thar 
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That * his it Gate he Jeftroy'd 
the Holy. Church, and her Chief Miniſters, impri- 
ſoning ſame, : and. diſtreſſing others and alfo 
that he executed, impri ſau d; baniſi dd, and diſin- 
Lal. rn Ie of the 


fi ” — 7 ** 0 0 24 74 46 J FS” 
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Nr by Oath ta. do 
Juſtice to all, he only obſery'd his. Own Proj:t, 
| and the : Avarice of his 1 Counſellors. $4 

L if 23:88 dr | 2 51 

* laſtly, that he aba xdew'd. his Kingdom, 
— endeavaur d to 40 5 and his People; 
and, what; was worſe; by: t of, is 
Perſon he was become e and paſt all 
Hopes of Amendment: All which Charges 
ee natorious, as not to e 3 

die Gard 1 23 E 10 It Otirstttl 

The Miſcarriages of this Prince were owing 
ly co Nature — — — — 

Empire; We only ap to Hi 
Character for Gonfi r 1 it fands 
in our e diſt oomans, ©: 3 VI96 25.3 
inline e eng 1 4 
. Under: this: King, 'fays- 8 who2culd 
neither gain nor keep, the Nation endur A all 
thoſe Calamities, which could proceed from the 
Weakneſs and Levities of a Child. His very Na- 
:ture was ſo paſſive aud comphing, that he ſeem'd 
not only to have been goverw'd, but even attuated by 
bis Favourites; who directed and carried him as 

they pleas'd, commanded: his Perſon and Kingdom, 
and only made uſe af his Name, to countenance 
their. own V ann _ this Prince was not, 

nan ID oF 11 -- Uke 
0 mY char Nen of _—_ 
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like ſome of the former, ruin'd by a violent 
Sraſping at unlawful Power, but by meanly ſub- 
jecting himſelf to the Power and Guidance of 
others. And as Pri de, Obſtinacy, and Ainbition, 
were the Vices that embroil'd ſome of our for- 
mer Reigns ; ſo Eu, 'Complazency, Submiſſion, 
or rather Subjects, where the Ruin of This. 

In ſhort, he was more weak than wicked ; and 
his Exorbitarces met with as 8 or r greater, 
in his he" 210 0 

The Extract which 1 have nds in | Relation 
to this Prince," may ſeem to have withdrawn. 
me too far trom my Argument; but, I dare 
may, whoever = give themſelves: 'the Trouble 
of weighi in all its Farts, will peroeive it 
not to be ſo ita from the Queſtion in De- 
bate. If I do not all along keep religiouſly to 
_ Inſtances ariſing from Caſes of Bribery and or- 
fiction, it will amount to the ſame, if I ſfiew 
that Rxtortions in any Min'ſter, and racking 
the People by exorlitaat and illegal Demands, by 
the Countenance of Power, and pretended for 
the Service of the Prince, whenever they are 
conmy'd at, or paſs'd over without Cenſure 


and Corteckion, aan. 1 1 n to the Peate of 
e c Mi... 


it is an old. Dubs) that the Cuſtom 
of cunnyg Favourites is rather to do great, than 
good Athons. 1 Great Officers ate ſometimes; 
the very Terms of their Promotion under Ob- 
ligations of ſupplying their Prince's Neceſſities; 
as was' the Cal of the great Cardinal Molſey, 
who had undertaken he King ſhould» never 
Want, as long 3 as he — 8 — the Publick 


' ai rs. 


1 
Affairs. And what does this Great Man i 
Purſuance of theſe Conditions? He makes out 
Commiſſions into all the Counties of Eng land, 
for levying the Sixth Part of every Layman s 
. Goods, and the Fourth of the Clecgy, for tie 
particular Service of the King. The bheople in 
general were ſo diſguſted at this Extortion, 
that they were ready to break out intu a Re- 
bellion; alledgiug not only their own Poverty, 
but that the Commiſſions were againſt La u. : 
8 | PAR er TIP CIP Et OT... 
It was neceſſary that this Affair ſhould be 
call'd to the Qneſtion; and the Cardinal was 
-prepar'd to skreen himſelf by a ſophiſtical Apo- 
y, That he bad dowe nothing wit hau firſt advi- 
ſing with the Judges; who poſſitively affirmid, 
The. King might lam fully demand any' Sum by Com- 
miſſion; an that the Counſel of State confirm d this 
Method. However this adventurous Politici- 
an's Schemes might be privately author d 
His Maſter's Knowledge, the King thought it 
\fater to conſult the Force of Popular Diſconterds, 
than to have a Regard; to his Sateſ- 
man 's Character, refolv'd to difavow! the whole 
Proceeding, and (by Letters to all Parts) de- 
clar'd to his People, That he epected nothing 
from them but by way of Benevolence. 


Tho Cardinal Miſey might, probably, have 
finger d a Part of — —. Sum ©o have 
. rais d by this Project; yet the Project it 
ſelf neither falls under the Infamy of Bribery or 
Corruption : It was the Enterprize of an arbitra- 
ry Miniſter, Who was confident: of Impunity, 
and thought himſelf ſaſe in the Favour, and 
under the Protection of his Prince; ſince the 
TC. Money 
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Money to be collected was in 3 1 and 
for His ee Service. 0 
JF Ft | Tha 
E true; it was 4 Lograiie abu of Power, 
— a heavy and unmerciful Exaction upon 
the Subject: But Imputations ofa later Date, 
if as true as they are ſuſpected and proclaim d 
to be, ſtand) in a very different Point of 
Light. To make — Regal Authority fubler- 
vient to its on Diſhomour, is a. Boldneſs ſuſ- 
ficiently black and ſcandalous 3 but meanly to 
run federate iti Kuavet and Merbanicks, In a 
Fraud to cheat the: People, looks more like the 


Vice of ane bred up in the Myſteries of a 


Canon Tie], thay "= Policies 1 


But if this ** of wolſey 87 as I. have 
hore obſer vd does not amount to the Guilt 


of Bribery and Corruption, 1 ſhall, by an In- 


tance fetch d from a ſucceeding Reign, prove, 
that one, who was both an [Archbiſhop — 
waar negotiated the Affair of National 
ibery, brought over the Parliamest and No- 
lity to his Schemes, and was partial in his 
— 4 Equity: upon the Bench, to ſuch as he 
new not co be of his Faction and Opinion. 2 


When the Treaty of Queen Mary $ mand. 
ed Marriage with the | Emperor's Son, was 
+firſt diſcoverd here at Home, the Houſe: df 
Commons were much alarmed at it, and ſent 
their Speaker, and Twenty of their Members, 
-with an Addreſs: to her not to marry a Stran- 
ger: In which they ſhew'd fo much Heat 
| and Reſentment, that the Court judg'd- at 
me 2 ta Make the Parliament. 


Vpon 
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. Upon this, Gardiner let the Emperor know, 
that the: lealouſies rais d upon Account of 
the Matei, were fo ſtreng, that unleſs very 
extraordinary Conditions were offer d, it might 
occaſion à Rebellion: Andche further wrote 
to him, that large Sums muſt be ſent ayer, 
both to gratiſy the Nobility, and enable them 
to 2 E my he 223 
againſt all 8. Accordingly, there were 
no leſs Ne Po a TH and Pounds 
ſent -over;-and; divided at the Diſeretion af 
Gardiner and the Emperor's Ambaſſaders. Nox 
did this defigning Fre late _ leſs baſe :Uſe 
of his Power, as Chance llar, to oblige all People 
to comply with him; for, in his Court uf 
Chancery no Favour,” or, Cen PR 
Me 
' ? 


* I. au 


ſhe un tor Perſons-.who were t , his I 
| rr igign 997d won blo 21 ug 


_ - After this, another Parliament was choſen; 
but the moſt conſiderable Members were cer- 
-rupted L by Gardiner 5 W ho: gave them 7? enſions, 
ſome of TWO Hundred, and ſome of One 
Hundred Pounds a Vear, on all Occaſions to 
ſecure their Voices; and then, it ſeems, the 
Articles for the Queens Marriage were di- 
geſted, and  approvid . 


* 


al . , enen 101 30 nnd 

By this Example, we may fee, when the 
Publick is once corrupted, how eaſy it is for 
a wic led Miniſter to gain his permicious Ends. 


And this may be prov'd by an Example of 


a different Nature from that of Gardiner, which 
s of Surius Caſſus amongſt the Romans... This 
Spurius having Some ambitious . Deſigns in View, 
- thought of winning over the People to bis = 
iK 5 ( | re 3 


— 
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„ by doing them good; Offices; the firſt where= 
o was, 20 1 then boſe” elds which the Ro- 
mans had taken from the Hernici: But: bis Am- 
bition was ſeen thro; ſo that when be barangu'd 
#he' People, aud offer d to give them that Money 
whith the Corn was ſold for, (the Scnate bad 
de d to be brought jrom- Sicily.) they refuſed it, 
upon it 161% 'a 'Bribe, aud thinking that 
Spwr ius had a De igu upon their Liberty. But 
ad that people been corrupted in their Na- 
tures, they could not have refuſed this Bri- 
tery 3 which had the Appearance of a free 
Donation: 80 that they would have open'd 
Am that vw _ *Tyranny,''which, by their 
Virtcue, they ſhut againſt him: But had Sur ins 
Livid in the Time of Alaris and Sula, when 
—— Virtue grew debaueh'd, and the People 
re tainted wich the Vices of: Avarice and 
Luxury, he could not have miſcarried in his 
Deſigns: Sd, on the other Side, if Slla and 
Marius had liv'd in the Days of Sur us Caſſutt, 
their Artempts would have been cruſh'd in 
che very Egg. Therefore: by © a Parity of 
\Circamſtarices; we may conelu de, that had 
Gardiner liv'd in our Days, (tho? ie was both 
u Biſhop and chancellor) he would have been 
expoſed to Infamy, and ſuffer d ſome ſhameful 
Puniſhment, for 2 We 00 in * 
oem execured with Sticel 


1. 


- "Being thus let into the Myſtery of Biſhop Gat- 
dizer's'Condutt,' there is no great Room to 
wonder why the Parliament never call d him to 

Account for theſe Corruptions. Had they 
but threaten d any Profecution againſt him; no 


4 "OY he would e. md. their Defectian 


publick- 
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; Moſt 7⁰ 
old ge, e ld, thee 4 
Safer. Refeförk, fn 1 22 a maſt teh 
40 05 in Roguery, hen \ he made Thoſe, : who 
were do 1 -. bis fers.. 115 le, Pa Miſt 
in one common 4 übe Pi ith 


The Rekis, thi wake ich Kön 


Circufnſta my mind a 1 5 
* Sentiment 5 of en . 
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ce et de kad e 1. you: LN ly "Whom. 
18 afterwards. 5 th Sitter 
the Part condem Adder 6 1 treat, fe 
her Brother's Li; when the Pate enamour 
of her, TA reflecting ED himſelf on *© th 
Nature of, his 12 Nen out into 
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